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least he could show that Ireland had never received a kind-
ness from England without showing a responsive loyalty.
Was Fox unreasonable when he argued  that English
opinion would listen less wisely than  Irish opinion to the
wants of Ireland?    The first chapter of Irish history after
the Union gives the answer.    In 1795  Ireland was prepared
for Catholic emancipation.    In 1805 Pitt himself urged as
a chief argument against it the overwhelming hostility of
English  opinion.1     Two  men so unlike in some respects
as George III. and the Duke of Richmond were Unionists
precisely because they believed that the Union was the most
effectual way of defeating Catholic emancipation, and their
anticipations were only too literally fulfilled.    Pitt argued
in 1805 that the mass of opinion in all classes was against
emancipation, and it must be remembered that if Dr. Price's
toleration represented the temper of many Dissenters, Wes-
ley's approval of the ferocious Penal Code was shared by
the great majority of the Evangelical party, who inherited
his narrow intolerance as well as his splendid devotion.    So
strong was this pressure  of hostile sentiment  that Fox
himself was powerless to do anything for the Catholics when
he came into office, though he promised to support any
motion that was made on their behalf, and take the probable
consequence of a breakdown of the Government.2
The truth is that the Union handed over the political
control of Ireland to a public opinion which had neither
sympathy nor knowledge. For a century a people in whom
the love of the soil is passionate has been governed by a
people from whose nature that strong and deep emotion
1 Parliamentary Debates^ vol. iv. p. 1020.
2 An ambassador has left on record a conversation in which Fox said that he
had promised the King, when he took office, not to raise the Catholic question.
If this is accurate Fox is to be blamed.    Lord Rosebery compares this promise
with Pitt's conduct, but (i) between the time of Pitt's promise and that of Fox's
alleged promise there occurred the division of 1805 ; (2) Fox did not undertake
to oppose Catholic emancipation, on the contrary he promised Mr. Ryan to
support any motion that was introduced.    All Fox's moral influence was thrown
on the side of emancipation ; Pitt actually inflamed English opposition.